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This Delivery Statement has been prepared on behalf of 
Barwood to illustrate how its land to the south of Moor 
Lane, Woodthorpe represents a suitable and deliverable 
site for residential development. This draws together an 
unprecedented level of technical assessment and survey 

work undertaken over the last two years, the scale of which 
far exceeds what is normally required to support a Local 

Plan allocation or a planning application.

INTRODUCTION

The northern part of the site has been 
LGHQWLÀ�HG�LQ�WKH�ODWHVW�SXEOLVKHG�GUDIW�&LW\�
of York Local Plan for future residential 
development.

This document explains how the whole 
site could be brought forward in a way that 
would:

• respect, protect and enhance its 
setting;

• maximise the unique and 
important opportunities for 
protection and enhancement of 
the Askham Bog SSSI; and 

• help to meet the city’s urgent 
housing needs alongside providing 
a range of other community 
benefits. 

Copies of the detailed technical work 
referred to in this document can be made 
available on request and will also be 
submitted to the City Council and to the 
future stages of the Local Plan, including the 
Examination as necessary. 
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Barwood is a specialist strategic land promoter and niche 
homebuilder based in the Midlands. It is committed to 

excellence in design and masterplanning to deliver homes that 
people aspire to live in. Each detail is carefully thought through 

to ensure all of Barwood’s sites and homes respect and enhance 
the places in which they are located. 

The site lies on the southern edge of the city, at Woodthorpe 
approximately 3.5 miles from the city centre. It comprises circa 

98 hectares (242 acres) as shown on the Plan below. 

BACKGROUND THE SITE

Barwood has appointed a multi-disciplinary 
professional team including:

1. The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, 
one of the world’s leading science 
and conservation institutions 
that works with communities, 
businesses and governments 
to help people live sustainably 
alongside wetlands;

2. Peter Brett Associates, a specialist 
providing multi-disciplinary 
engineering solutions;

3. Barton Willmore, specialising in 
innovative and considered design 
and masterplanning approaches;

4. The Environmental Dimension 
Partnership, a specialist 
environmental consultancy;

5. Dave Bentley Ecology Services, 
an aquatic invertebrate species 
specialist;

6. Headland Archaeology, a leading 
UK archaeological practice.

7KLV�ZRUN�FRQÀ�UPV�WKH�VLWH�LV�D�VXLWDEOH�DQG�
deliverable opportunity. Moreover, it provides 
a comprehensive understanding of the site’s 
opportunities and constraints to inform a 
responsible masterplanning approach.

Over the past two years Barwood and its 
technical team have engaged with a number 
RI�NH\�VWDNHKROGHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�2IÀ�FHUV�DW�
City of York Council, Natural England, York’s 
Internal Drainage Board, the Environment 
Agency and the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. 

This has informed an extensive and 
unprecedented level of technical work 
that provides a robust and complete 
understanding of the site constraints and 
opportunities. That work includes: 

1. Extensive hydrological 
investigations, modelling and 
monitoring over a 15 month 
period; 

2. Assessment of highway, access and 
sustainability considerations;

3. Phase I Ecological habitat surveys;

4. Phase II protected species surveys; 

5. Aquatic Invertebrate survey;

6. Arboricultural survey; 

7. Landscape and Visual Impact study;

8. Agricultural Land Classification, 
Farming Circumstances and Soils 
Baseline Assessment; and

9. Archaeological investigations, 
including geophysical surveys and 
trial trenching.

Strong, permanent existing physical features 
contain the site on all sides:

• Moor Lane and the residential area of 
Woodthorpe to the north;

• The Dearne Valley Railway Line, the 
Askham Bar Park & Ride and a mix of 
uses including a Tesco superstore and 
college to the east;

• The Askham Bog and Pike Hills Golf 
Course to the south, which screens 
the site with a strong landscaped 
boundary from the A64 and wider 
countryside; and

• The A1237 outer ring road to the 
west

It is well connected to the city centre with 
excellent public transport links including the 
new Park & Ride facility at Askham Bar which 
is within walking distance of this site. A range 
of local facilities are within an easy walking 
distance including schools, York College 
and local shops. New facilities will also be 
provided within a community hub within the 
Moor Lane site.

THE SITE
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VISION AND 
OBJECTIVES

A scheme that is truly respectful of, and responsive to its setting on the 

southern edge of York. 

A development of exceptional quality that respects and is in keeping 

with the unique character of the city and the local vernacular.

The land at Moor Lane will deliver a 
high-quality extension of York that will 
help meet identified housing needs and 
retain and enhance the physical and 
environmental assets of the site and its 
surroundings. This vision is underpinned by 
the following three guiding principles:
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A form of development that will provide a clearly defined and robust edge 

to the city, which will create a long-term and defensible new southern 

boundary to the urban area. 

Integration with the existing community of Woodthorpe and provision 

of new facilities and benefits for the existing and new residents including 

schools, play areas, open space, enhanced green infrastructure network, 

sports pitches and employment uses.

Helping to meet the significant and urgent needs of York through the 

delivery of a balance of housing sizes, types and tenures including family 

housing and affordable and starter homes.

A scheme which facilitates and delivers enhanced understanding, management 

and quality of environmental, social and economic assets, including ensuring 

the long-term protection and enhancement of Askham Bog’s fenland 

environment. 

Creation of a very strong green network of linear spaces and routes, which 

ties into and enhances York’s existing network of green corridors and green 

fingers through the city.

O B J E C T I V E O B J E C T I V E

2 . C O M M U N I T Y 3 . P R OT E C T I O N  +  E N H A N C E M E N T
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A DELIVERABLE AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

Transportation
Peter Brett Associates has undertaken a technical appraisal 
of access, highways and sustainable transport to ensure the 
site can be accessed safely while encouraging and enhancing 
sustainable transport options. In conclusion:

• There are excellent public transport links serving 
the site, with bus services along Moor Lane that 
provide direct connections to the city centre, 
local services and facilities at Foxwood and Monks 
Cross. 

• Askham Bar Park & Ride is located immediately 
east of the site. This has benefitted from recent 
significant investment and expansion and provides 
convenient public transport links every 10-15 
minutes between the site and the city centre, 
thereby reinforcing the site’s sustainability 
credentials. 

• A range of local facilities are within an easy walking 
distance of the site including schools, York College 
and local shops. These will be supported and 
enhanced by new facilities to be provided within a 
community hub on site.

• Safe pedestrian and cycle routes are the priority 
and will maximise opportunities for non-car travel. 
A Travel Plan will be implemented to encourage 
the new population at Moor Lane to use the Park 
& Ride other non-car modes of transport.

• Opportunities to provide a new pedestrian link 
from the site over the railway line to improve 
accessibility to the Park & Ride from Woodthorpe 
are being investigated to encourage greater use 
and support its long term success and viability.

Landscape and Visual 
The Environmental Dimension Partnership has undertaken 
detailed landscape and visual assessment and digital modelling 
of the site, which demonstrates how the scheme would 
respect its setting including the landscape context, the site’s 
existing main landscape features and key views.

Moor Lane is the only potential strategic housing site 
LGHQWLÀHG�E\�WKH�&LW\�RI�<RUN�&RXQFLO�ZKLFK�LV�ZHOO�FRQWDLQHG�
and has strong, existing physical features on all sides. This 
FRQIHUV�VLJQLÀFDQW�EHQHÀWV�RYHU�RWKHU�DOWHUQDWLYH�VLWHV�

1. The site can be planned as a whole to be delivered 
as a single entity without fear of setting future 
precedent. 

2. A new long term defensible boundary can 
be drawn that will protect the surrounding 
countryside and York’s character and setting. 

3. The site can come forward as planned without 
fear of breaching any existing natural boundaries 
or setting a precedent for urban sprawl and will 
provide a robust, defensible and long-term edge to 
the city. 

The importance of views from the outer ring road has been 
extensively tested, including by digital modelling. This has 
informed the evolution of the design for Moor Lane in order 
to ensure that the visual impact is minimised and the sense of 
York’s containment within the ring road is protected. This can 
be achieved by:

• A minimum setback from the ring road of 300m to 
create an area of open space that will be retained 
in agricultural use;

• A scheme that is designed within the existing 
framework of field boundaries, which will be 
strengthened and enhanced through new planting 
to reinstate their quality;

• New woodland planting to reflect the surrounding 
Rolling Diverse Arable Farmlands’ landscape 
character. 

$�ÁHHWLQJ�YLHZ�RI�<RUN�0LQVWHU�RQ�WKH�GLVWDQW�VN\OLQH�IURP�
the intersection of the A63 and A1237 is the only key view of 
UHOHYDQFH�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO��'LJLWDO�
modelling proves that the view will be retained, even in winter, 
and will be unaffected by the scheme proposals.  This does 
not appear to be the case for other proposed allocations 
which include new settlements sitting out in prominent open 
countryside locations.

Heritage and Archaeology
The Environmental Dimension Partnership and Headland 
Archaeology have undertaken an extensive programme of 
archaeological investigations. This comprised a desk-based 
VWXG\�IROORZHG�E\�GHWDLOHG�ÀHOG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�
geophysical survey, geo-environmental evaluation and trial 
trenching). 

Geo-environmental evaluation and trial trenching investigating 
WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�EXULHG�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�UHPDLQV�LGHQWLÀHG�
only two localised and isolated ares of late prehistoric 
settlement in the far west and north west of the site.  In 
addition restricted and localised areas of buried peat and wind 
blown sand were found on the very southern edge of the 
VLWH��KRZHYHU�IXUWKHU�ÀHOG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DQG�RII�VLWH�DQDO\VLV�
found no evidence of a wider human presence and the City 
&RXQFLO·V�VSHFLDOLVW�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�DGYLVRU�ZDV�DEOH�WR�FRQÀUP�
that:

�́ 7KHUH�DUH�QR�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�IHDWXUHV�DQG�GHSRVLWV�LGHQWLÀHG�
by the evaluation exercise that will preclude development of 
the site from an archaeological perspective.”

Ecology
The site has been the subject of detailed ecological studies 
over a two year period, far exceeding the detail typically 
required to support an allocation and are more akin to 
an outline planning application stage. The surveys were 
undertaken on both the site and within Askham Bog in 
consultation with key stakeholders including Natural England, 
the City Council and the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and include:

• A hedgerow survey

• An arboricultural assessment

• Breeding bird survey

• Bat activity survey and bat roosting assessments of 
trees and buildings

• Badger survey

• Great Crested Newt surveys

• A reptile survey 

• An aquatic invertebrate survey, undertaken by 
an aquatic invertebrate species specialist, Dave 
Bentley Ecology Services

These surveys conclude there are no in principle constraints 
to development. They found that other than some of the 
hedgerows and trees, the site is currently of little ecological 
note due to the arable agricultural activities.

The surveys found that there is little interrelationship 
between the habitats within the Moor Lane site and those 
within Askham Bog due to their different physical attributes: 
The site being a working arable farm landscape designed to be 
intensively managed and to shed water from the land, whereas 
Askham Bog is a peat bog based habitat. 

The invertebrate survey concludes that there were no species 
rich invertebrate surveys within either the site or the Bog. 
It also highlights that those species existing within the Bog 
are threatened by evidence of pollution and the presence of 
alien invasive plants, which the survey concludes is a serious 
problem. 

6LJQLÀFDQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�PXFK�LPSURYHG�ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�
KDELWDWV�KDYH�EHHQ�LGHQWLÀHG��'HYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�0RRU�/DQH�
VLWH�ZLOO�VXSSRUW�DQG�PDNH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�
biodiversity and green infrastructure resources of the city. 
The intensively farmed agricultural land of low ecological 
YDOXH�ZLOO�EH�UHSODFHG�E\�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�DQG�SXUSRVHIXOO\�
designed ecological park that will complement and enhance 
the ecological interest of Askham Bog. This will make a major 
contribution to the ecological resources of the city. 

6



Sustainable Urban 
Drainage System within 
the Development Area

Control

Holgate 
Beck

ASKHAM BOG

Drainage StrategyHydrology and Flood Risk
A 15 month programme of hydrological monitoring and 
testing has been undertaken, including to understand what, if 
any, relationship between the site and Askham Bog exists in 
hydrological terms. 

)ROORZLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQV�ZLWK�&LW\�&RXQFLO�2IÀFHUV��1DWXUDO�
England, the Internal Drainage Board, Environment Agency 
and the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, an extensive suite of water 
level and water quality data and hydraulic modelling has been 
undertaken. 

14 rounds of data collection took place between July 2014 
and September 2015 to ensure an entire seasonal cycle is 
accounted for. The assessment work has been submitted 
to Natural England for further consultation and a specialist 
organisation in wetland habitats (the Wetland and WIldfoul 
7UXVW��KDV�UHYLHZHG�WKH�ZRUN�FRQÀUPLQJ�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�
reached.

This has provided a detailed evidence base and clear 
understanding of the hydrology of the area, concluding:

There is no hydrological connectivity between the site and 
Askham Bog; the Bog is fed, supported and maintained by 
rainfall and not from the groundwater or surface water from 
the Moor Lane site. 

7KH�+ROJDWH�%HFN�ÁRZV�DORQJ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�HGJH�RI�WKH�
Askham Bog and further downstream into York itself, with the 
ÁRZV�FRQWUROOHG�E\�D�IRXO�SXPSLQJ�VWDWLRQ�DW�0RRU�/DQH��7KLV�
pumped system means that the area around the Bog and close 
WR�0RRU�/DQH�FDQ�EH�SURQH�WR�ORFDOLVHG�ÁRRGLQJ�DQG�ULVN�RI�
pollution. 

The Moor Lane development will address existing constraints 
and issues in the system and will result in improved habitats 
and biodiversity potential, including within Askham Bog.

There will also be improved water quality as arable farming 
practices, including the use of pesticides, is replaced by a 
managed drainage system.

The development proposals will mean that surface water 
runoff  from the site is managed before it enters the Holgate 
Beck system. Holgate Beck is separate from the Askham Bog, 
DQG�ÁRZ�UDWHV�DQG�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\�ZLOO�EH�FRQWUROOHG�WKURXJK�
the implementation of a Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) 
designed to the standards required of the Environment 
Agency, the Internal Drainage Board and City of York Council. 
The drainage strategy will be underpinned by the following 
core principles:

• (QVXULQJ�WKDW�WKH�ÁRZ�LQ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�ZDWHUFRXUVHV�
DQG�FXUUHQW�JUHHQÀHOG�UDWHV�RI�VXUIDFH�ZDWHU�
runoff  from the site are maintained through the 
use of attenuation features;

• Improving the quality of water runoff  into the 
surrounding watercourses through the use of 
SuDS and other water treatment measures;

• Providing additional storage areas to help manage 
ORFDO�ÁRRGLQJ�IURP�WKH�+ROJDWH�%HFN��SURYLGLQJ�D�
net benefit;

• Designing features to deliver the drainage function 
for extreme events whilst providing areas of 
RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�DPHQLW\�DQG�ELRGLYHUVLW\�WR�EHQHÀW�
the wider local area.

The diagram below shows the key elements of the drainage 
strategy which includes:

• Attenuation basins in the north western and along 
the northern areas of the overall development site;

• Drainage channels running through the main 
development area feeding an attenuation feature 
within the southern buffer;

• Outfalls in to the Holgate Beck controlled by new 
pumping station;

• Upgrades to the existing pumping station. 

The attenuation features are designed to incorporate 
permanently wet areas linked by a series of channels with the 
potential to accommodate runoff from the development site 
in the 1 in 100 year storm event with an allowance for climate 
change, within landscaped basins. These basins will both 
store the runoff and provide secondary treatment to water 
TXDOLW\��WKURXJK�VHWWOHPHQW�DQG�ÀOWUDWLRQ�IURP�XVH�RI�VWUDWHJLF�
planting.

Water entering the Holgate Beck system will not exceed 
WKH�FXUUHQW�JUHHQÀHOG�UDWHV��7KURXJK�D�PDQDJHG�V\VWHP�DQG�
with the storage potential of the attenuation features on site, 
WKH�LPSDFWV�RI�ORFDOLVHG�ÁRRGLQJ�ZLOO�EH�UHGXFHG�SDUWLFXODUO\�
GXULQJ�WKH�PRUH�IUHTXHQW�HYHQWV��WR�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�ORFDO�
communities.

7
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MASTERPLANNING 
& DEVELOPMENT 
PRINCIPLES
The illustrative masterplan has been 
informed by the findings of the 
technical work summarised in this 
document and is underpinned by a 
surface water drainage strategy that 
will protect and support the long-
term future of Askham Bog. 

8

A 15 ha buffer that will be 
retained in agricultural use to 

protect the rural edge of the city

A 2.2ha primary school 
site – 2 form entry

Respecting the visual and physical 
VHWWLQJ�RI�(DVWÀHOG�)DUP�ZKLFK�
will create an attractive setting 
and retain the farmstead within 
an open agricultural setting

A physical setback from the 
development edge of at least 
300m along the A1237 – to be 
retained in agricultural use

300m

New woodland planting to reinstate/
respect the Rolling Diverse Arable 
Farmlands Landscape Area that is 
characteristic of this area

Retention of the single key 
view across the city, from 
the the ring-road - proven 
through digital modelling in 
both summer and winter

EASTFIELD FARM

PIKE HILLS GOLF CLUB

A1237 OUTER RING ROAD
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Provide a balanced mix of 
housing sizes, types and tenures 
– this includes affordable, family 

and starter homes

1,250 homes on the 35ha 
site (around 35dph of the net 
developable area and 15 dph 

across the whole site)

Tree lined streets and urban 
green spaces which connect 
with the existing community 

and the wider green 
infrastructure network – a 

sense of place that respects it 
location on the edge of York

Over 50% of the site dedicated to 
Public Open Space, agricultural buffer 

(west) and ecology buffer (south)

3.44ha employment

Retention of the most valuable 
KDELWDW�DQG�XVH�RI�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�ÀHOG�
structure as the design framework. 
All notable trees will be retained

Strengthening of green infrastructure links, 
linking into the wider city and strategy

A 12.5ha, 175 m width buffer 
between Askham Bog and 

the built form edge

WOODTHORPE

ASKHAM BOG

A1036

DEARNE VALLEY LINE



THE 
SOUTHERN 
BUFFER
Askham Bog was designated as a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) for its bog/fen and associated habitats and 
species. Although a national level designation, the Bog is an 
artificially maintained and modified fragment of its original 
state, which reflects centuries of human use and its current 
management and promoted accessibility (and weak boundaries). 

Askham Bog has a single, formal point of public 
access, taken from the A64 to the south. There 
is no formal access allowed from the northern 
boundary, although this is not currently physically 
controlled and there is evidence of unauthorised 
DFFHVV�LQFOXGLQJ�GHQV�DQG�HYLGHQFH�RI�À�UHV�DQG�
littering within this part of the site. 

The technical work undertaken has shaped the 
approach to provide mitigation and protection 
for the Bog and enhancement, both physically and 
to the biodiversity and ecological potential the 
Bog could offer. Three interrelated strategies are 
proposed, which form the basis for the design 
framework for any development proposed:

Protecting against Recreational 
impacts

A buffer of at least 175m in width is proposed 
within the Moor Lane site, separating the Bog 
from the development, which is the same 
distance as considered acceptable when 
proposed for allocation. This extensive multi-
purpose open space offers the opportunity to 
deliver the required avoidance and mitigation 
strategies whilst providing a range of additional 
EHQHÀ�WV�

The buffer, covering around half of the total site 
area, has been designed to create a permanent 
and impenetrable barrier between the Bog and 
the site – highlighted as a priority by the Wildlife 
Trust and Natural England.

The proposed mosaic of different habitats 
ZLOO�SURYLGH�YHU\�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�HQKDQFHPHQW�
opportunities for breeding, foraging and refuge 
for a range of wildlife species including birds, bats, 
invertebrates, reptiles and including new aquatic 
habitats for invertebrates and GCNs present 
within the site and/or the Bog.

Long term management 

Beyond the technical work, a Management 
Plan will be secured as part of a Section 106 
agreement to ensure the long-term protection 
and enhancement of Askham Bog.

A network of all-weather 
paths, some lit at night 
(subject to agreement 

with relevant ecological 
consultees) with low-level 

bollard lighting

Edge of informal open space of grassland and 
scattered trees, accessible to the public to allow 

visual appreciation of the ecological zones

Direct footpaths and 
cycle connections to the 

wider POS network

Potential for 
visitor centre 

and car parking

Soft street tree 
planting along the 

built up edge

10

People and Access Strategy – to provide 
new opportunities for recreation within the 
development whilst preventing access from its 
northern boundary, the latter in consideration 
of the wishes of Natural England and the 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. 

Surface Water Drainage Strategy – to maintain 
FXUUHQW�JUHHQÀ�HOG�Á�RZ�UDWHV�DQG�LPSURYH�WKH�
quality of surface water draining from the site. 
It will make a positive contribution to water 
quality feeding the Bog and reduce the risk of 
Á�RRGLQJ�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�DUHD��

Ecological Strategy – to create extensive 
new habitats which complement and increase 
the resilience of the designated habitats and 
species within the Bog.

50m

ZONE A - Public Open Space



Drainage basins with seasonally 
inundated marshy grassland, deepened 

at one end to provide permanent 
open water with associated aquatic 

and marginal vegetation

Species-rich and structurally 
diverse grassland with 

scattered trees and shrubs, 
with no public access

A mixture of hard-
wearing sports 

seed mixes to meet 
the varied needs of 
the development

Open channels convey 
surface water to the 

attenuation basins, adding 
visual and ecological interest

Scope for public art 
/ meeting points

Minimum distance 
between new 

development and Askham 
Bog of at least175m

Earth bank constructed at 
top slopes of attenuation 
basins and planted with 

dense scrub to create an 
impenetrable barrier

11

ZONE A: this is the publicly accessible 
open space closest to the new built 
development.  It provides a readily 
accessible and attractive area for 
informal recreation and outdoor exercise 
linked to the wider open space network 
within and around the development.

ZONE C: is a zone of minimum 
management intervention and no public 
access located adjacent to the SSSI but 
a minimum of 125m from the proposed 
development edge. The objective 
here is to encourage and sustain 
the development of a rich mosaic of 
habitats complementary to the interests 
and long-term management of the SSSI.

ZONE B: An impenetrable barrier 
of permanently open water, wetland 
habitats and earth mounding to prevent 
public access to the Bog.  The drainage 
features here control the rate and 
quality of the surface water discharging 
into local water courses compared 
to the current intensive arable uses.  
The permanently open water and 
wetland habitats are bounded to the 
south by a dense, thorny scrub planting 
(incorporating a security fence as an 
extra precaution) to prevent public 
access into Askham Bog. 

75m 75m 50m

Security Fence within Landscape Structure
Holgate Beck

ZONE B - Flood Attenuation Area ZONE C - Protected Area



THE
WESTERN 
EDGE

The detailed landscape and visual assessment work has 
modelled the proposed development area and shown 
that a defensible boundary at a minimum distance of 
300m will be able to protect the character and nature of 
the A1237 landscape corridor. 

The photomontage sketch opposite is an example of 
this technique and demonstrates the application of the 
objectives described within this document. 

York’s existing western 
development edge is set back from 
the A1237 by between 200m and 
800m - a relationship which the 
proposed development will respect.

YORK

ASKHAM
BRYAN

COPMANTHORPE

York’s western development 
edge is set back from the 
A1237 by between 200m 
and 800m - a relationship 
which the proposed 
development will respect. 

EXISTING VIEW FROM A1237 LOOKING EAST

VIEW FROM A1237 WITH THE ADDITION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

12



New woodland shelterbelt 
to screen views to the 

development edge

Fields adjacent to the A1237 
retained in agricultural use with 
minimum 300m setback from 
road to any new development

Protect visual and physical 
VHWWLQJ�RI�(DVWÀHOG�)DUP

SETTING STRATEGY

Viewpoint
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Extent and line of proposed development 
to the west of Woodthorpe limited 

by topography. Higher ground around 
roundabout to be kept free of built 
development and retained for Public 

Open Space and new structure planting

A1237



This document demonstrates that the land south of 
Moor Lane York should be allocated as a residential-led, 

sustainable urban extension in the emerging York Local Plan.  

CONCLUSION

Barwood and its professional team has carried out 
detailed technical assessments and crafted a high 

quality, carefully considered indicative masterplan for 
the site, showing a possible form of development. 

An unprecedented level of technical work has been 
undertaken, which addresses all the matters previously 
UDLVHG�E\�&LW\�&RXQFLO�RIÀFHUV�DQG�RWKHU�VWDNHKROGHUV�

to a level of detail far in excess of that normally 
considered appropriate at the local plan allocation stage.  

Moor Lane will deliver a development of exceptional quality, with 
around 1,250 homes and a wide mix of community facilities that will 

KHOS�WR�PHHW�WKH�XUJHQW�DQG�VLJQLÀFDQW�KRXVLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�QHHGV�RI�
the city. With over 50% of the site committed to landscape, open spaces 

and agricultural uses, it will also truly respect its setting. 

No other site can offer this unique and important opportunity to 
facilitate an improved understanding, long-term management, protection 

and enhancement of Askham Bog as a fenland environment, with 
SRWHQWLDO�IRU�VLJQLÀFDQW�QHW�ELRGLYHUVLW\�JDLQV��

The evolution of this scheme has highlighted ways in 
ZKLFK�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�FDQ�GHOLYHU�VLJQLÀFDQW�SODQQLQJ�
DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�EHQHÀWV�ERWK�WR�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�

DQG�ZLGHU�DUHD��LQFOXGLQJ�PDQDJLQJ�ÁRRG�ULVN�DQG�
enhancing ground water quality. 

It demonstrates beyond doubt that this is a deliverable, 
achievable and viable site; one which represents an 
appropriate area to contribute to the City’s future 

development needs. The Green Belt function will not 
EH�PDWHULDOO\�DIIHFWHG�DQG�LWV�H[LVWLQJ�ÀUP�SK\VLFDO�

features will provide continued Green Belt protection 
to surrounding open land in the foreseeable future.

Barwood looks forward to continuing a 
constructive dialogue with the City of York Council 
and other stakeholders in order to bring forward 
WKLV�XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�PD[LPLVH�WKH�EHQHÀWV�

Moor Lane can deliver.
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Delivering Real Property Potential


